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The Talybont Reservoir was
completed in 1939 and supplies
water to Newport in South Wales.
There used to be lots of small
farms in the valley (before being
flooded by the reservoir), they
even had their own station at
Pant-y-rhiw.

Along the east side runs the now

disused Brecon & Merthyr

Railway. Opened in 1860, the

owners promised better and faster

services than that offered by the

old fashioned Monmouthshire &

Brecon Canal. At the top of the

incline is the Torpantau Tunnel,

one of the highest, coldest &

loneliest places on a railway

anywhere in the country. In 1947,

when a passenger train was stuck

in the tunnel for several days during the winter snows, the
passengers had to be dug out by troops from Brecon.

Back down in the
valley, the Brinore
Tramway transported
coal & limestone to
the canal at Talybont-
on-Usk. You can still
see the limekilns at
Talybont wharf.
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